THEODORE ROOSEVELT                          267

to get into the front line. So he resigned his post with
the Navy Department, and started to raise a regiment
of cavalry. This regiment was composed of cowboys and
all sorts of expert horsemen, and in due course Roosevelt
and his regiment of " Rough Riders ", as they were
named, sailed for Cuba, under the command of Roose-
velt's friend. Colonel Leonard Wood. They landed
there on June 2, and were soon in action. Presently
Colonel Wood was promoted to a brigade, whereupon
Roosevelt was given command of his regiment, and it
was as Colonel that he led the Rough Riders at the
battles of El Caney and San Juan Hill, where he and
they distinguished themselves by their dash and bravery.
But the war did not last long. Faced by a strong, well-
equipped enemy, the Spaniards quickly collapsed both
on land and sea, and on August 12, 1898, hostilities
came to an end. As a result of this short but decisive
war, Cuba gained her independence under the name of
the Republic of Cuba, while the islands of Porto Rico
in the Caribbean, Guam in the Pacific, and the Philip-
pine Islands came under the sovereignty of the United
States.

Roosevelt's services in the Spanish war made him
deservedly popular with his countrymen, and in No-
vember, 1898, he was elected Governor of New York
State. Again he came up against the party bosses who
wished to dictate" the lines along which he should
administer the State, and as before he refused to bow
to their wishes. As a result many prominent Republicans
in New York State found themselves poorer in pocket,
for the policy of the new Governor curtailed the powers